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one have this in common, that they would leave almost as
many persons in communal minorities as there are now. The
one exception was the proposal of Sayyid 4abd al Latlf of
'uthmanlyah, involving mass   exchange of populations for
tens of millions of persons. This was so utterly impracticable
that even its author subsequently rescinded the suggestion
and favoured a federal constitution.    Unless whole popula-
tions were to be migrated en masse, the fact is that adherents
of   the   various   religions are  distributed throughout the
territory of India in such a way that no geographical lines can
be drawn to separate the communities into distinct areas.
One could, if one liked, visualize the division of India into
units in some of which the members of one  community
would be in a numerical majority, and in others the members
of another.    But in each unit there would still be communal
minorities, of large enough numbers in each case to add up
throughout the country to almost the same figure as that
of total  communal minorities now.    In other words, the
division would merely reproduce  on a smaller but more
prolific scale the very problem which it claimed to set out
to solve.
In so doing it would, it is true, reverse the proportions
in some cases. The League maintains that even if there
must be tens of millions of Indians belonging to a minority
religion, there is no reason why all of them should be
Muslims.
The scheme that does most for reducing the total figure
of communal minorities is 'Punjabi' 's Confederacy of India**:
it would leave 58.6 millions, of whom 29 millions ^puld be
Muslims. The Aligarh scheme (of Zafar al liasan and
Qadiri49) would leave about 70 millions, of whom 28.1
would be. Muslims. In an undivided India, there are 79.3
millions in the communal minority of the Muslims50. What
these proposals would achieve, therefore, is not the parti-
tion of India along communal lines, but the redistribution of
communal minorities and majorities. The schemes would
reduce the number of Muslims in Hindu-majority states even
much, however, only by spreading Muslims very thinly